
RESOLUTION No. 309 

A  RESOLUTION ENDORSING BALLOT MEASURES CONCERNING VICTIMS RIGHTS, THE RIGHTS OF 
PEOPLE I N  A  CRIMINAL PROSECUTION, AND THE PROHIBITION AGAINST THE EXCLUSION OF 
EVIDENCE I N  CRIMINAL CASES 

WHEREAS, t h e  Governor 's  S p e c i a l  Commission A g a i n s t  V i o l e n t  Crime i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h r e e  p roposa ls  t o  amend t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  would  opera te  t o :  

A. Prevent  e x c l u s i o n  o f  ev idence  i n  a  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l  i f  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n  
would  a1 l o w  admissab i l  i t y ,  

B. M o d i f y  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  c r o s s  examinat ion,  pe r -  
emptory cha l l enges ,  ev idence  o f  p r i o r  c r imes and impeachment, and 

C .  E s t a b l i s h  a  " V i c t i m s  B i l l  o f  R ights , "  i n s u r i n g  v i c t i m s  r i g h t s  t o  r e s t i t u -  
t i o n ,  appearance a t  t r i a l ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s e n t e n c i n g  and p a r o l e ,  s e c u r i t y  
f rom r e p e a t  o f fenders ,  maintenance o f ,  and assurance o f  t r i a l  on, separa te  
charges and o f f e n s e s ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  Counc i l  observes t h a t  t h e  t r e n d  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  laws o f  t h e  S t a t e  has 
become o v e r l y  p r o t e c t i v e  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  defendants  a t  t h e  expense o f  p u b l i c  
s a f e t y ,  r e f l e c t e d  by  a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  l aws  away f rom common-sense j u s t i c e  
and toward o v e r l y  t e c h n i c a l  r u l e s  wh ich  p r o t e c t  t h e  g u i l t y ;  and, 

I T  APPEARING t h a t  t h e  reforms e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  b a l l o t  measures a r e  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  

NOW THEREFORE 

BE I T  RESOLVED, 

T h a t  t h e  Counc i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  S t a y t o n  commends t h e  above ment ioned b a l l o t  measures 
t o  c i t i z e n s  and endorses these  measures t o  t h e  Governor 's  S p e c i a l  Commission A g a i n s t  
V i o l e n t  Crimes. 

- iB 
PASSED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL THIS L DAY OF , 1983. 

F-- 

Signed by  t h e  Mayor t h i s  /ohday o f  JW , 1983. 

Mayor 9 
ATTEST: 




