
PN ORDINANCE FOR TIIE IP!.POUNDING AND DISPOSITION 

OF ABANDONDED VEHICLES UPON PVI3LIC PFOPFPTY 

The C i t y  of S tay ton  does  orda in  a s  fol lows:  

Sec t ion  1. D e f i n i t i o n s .  A s  used i n  t h i s  ordinance,  un l e s s  t h e  
con te  xl: r e q u i r e s  o therwise  : 

(1) "Pbandoned" s h a l l  mean l e f t  unoccupied and unclaimed o r  i n  
a  dmaged o r  dismantled cond i t i on  upon t h e  s t r e e t  o r  a l l e y s  of t h e  c i t y .  

( 2 )  "Ci ty"  s h a l l  mean t h e  C i t y  of S tay ton .  

( 3 )  "Costs" s h a l l  mean t h e  expense of removing, s t o r i n g ,  and 
s e l l i n q  an impounded. veh ic l e .  

( 4 )  "Chief of  Po l i ce"  i nc ludes  any au thor ized  law enforcement 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  c i t y .  

(5 )  "Owner" s h a l l  mean any i n d i v i d u a l ,  f i rm ,  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  o r  
unincorporated a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  a  c l a i n ,  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  j o i n t -  
l y ,  of  ownership o r  any i n t e r e s t ,  l e g a l  o r  e q u i t a b l e ,  i n  a veh ic l e .  

( 6 )  "Vehicle" s h a l l  mean every dev ice  i n ,  upon, o r  by which any 
person o r  p rope r ty  i s  o r  may be t r a n s p o r t e d  o r  drawn upon a  p u b l i c  
highway, excep t  dev ices  moved hy hunan power o r  used excPusively  up- 
on s t a t i o n a r y  r a i l s  o r  t r a c k s .  

( 7 )  "Pub l i c  Proper ty"  s h a l l  i nc lude  any p rope r ty  i n  t h e  c i t y  
owned by o r  ded ica t ed  t o  tine c i t y ,  and s h a l l  a l s o  i nc lude  a r e a s  com- 
monly used f o r  p u b l i c  park ing  whether owned by t h e  c i t y  o r  no t .  

Sec t ion  2 .  Not ice  of Nuisance. - 
(1) I t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  duty  of t h e  p o l i c e  department,  whenever a  

v e h i c l e  i s  found abandoned upon t h e  s t r e e t s ,  a l l e y s ,  o r  p u b l i c  prop- 
e r t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  f o r  a  p e r i o d  of 2 days,  
t o  : 

( a )  Make a  r o u t i n e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  d i scove r  t h e  owner and 
r e q u e s t  removal of t h e  v e h i c l e ,  o r  

(b )  F a i l i n g  t o  d i scove r  t h e  owner by such a  p roces s ,  t o  make 
a d i l i q e n t  i n q u i r y  a s  t o  t h e  n m e  and address  of t h e  owner of t h e  ve- 
h i c l e  by examining such v e h i c l e  f o r  l i c e n s e  number, I. D. number, make, 
s t y l e ,  and any o t h e r  i n f o r n ~ a t i o n  which w i l l  a i d  i n  t h e  i s e n t i f i c a t i o n  
of t l e  ov~nership  of t h e  v e h i c l e ,  and t r a .n smi t t i ng  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  i n -  
format ion p e r t a i n i n g  t o  such v e h i c l e  t o  t h e  Department of  Motor Veh- 
i c l e s  of t h i s  s t a t e  w i t h  an i n q u i r y  f o r  t h e  name and address  of  t he  
owner, whenever such v e h i c l e  i s  r equ i r ed  by l&i t o  be r e q i s t e r e d  wi th  
t h a t  o f f i c e .  

(c )  I f  t h e  owner i s  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d ,  t o  p l ace  a n o t i c e  upon 



t h e  windshield,  o r  some o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  veh ic le  e a s i l y  seen by t h e  
passing publ ic .  

( 2 )  The n o t i c e  s h a l l  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  po l i ce  department w i l l  ' 
remove and impound t h e  veh ic le  under the  provis ions  of  t h i s  ordinance,  
24 hours a f t e r  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  pos t ing ,  unless: .  

( a )  The owner removes t h e  vehic le ;  o r  

(b)  Good cause i s  shown, s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  the  chief  of 
po l i ce ,  why such veh ic le  should no t  be removed by the  owner o r  re- 
moved and impounded by t h e  c i t y .  

(3) I n  t h e  event  it cannot be ascer ta ined ,  a f t e r  reasonable 
inqu i ry ,  whether t h e  veh ic le  i s  on publ ic  o r  p r i v a t e  property,  o r  i f  
it i s  upon both publ ic  and p r i v a t e  property,  t h e  p o l i c e  department 
may proceed e i t h e r  under t h i s  ordinance o r  under ordinance No.3$& 
of t h e  c i t y ,  e n t i t l e d  "An ordinance f o r  the  Impounding and ~ i s ~ - o n  
of Discarded Vehicles upon P r i v a t e  Property." 

Sec t ion  3. Impounding Nuisance. 

(1) An abandoned veh ic le  which remains i n  t h e  same pos i t ion  
f o r  a period of 24  hours a f t e r  an owner has been requested t o  remove 
it o r  af ter a n o t i c e  t o  remove has been posted upon t h e  vehic le ,  and 
no person has appeared t o  show good cause why the  veh ic le  should not  
be moved, s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a nuisance. 

(2) I t  s h a l l  be t h e  duty of t h e  p o l i c e  department t o  remove 
o r  cause t o  be removed a veh ic le  which s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a nuisance, 
under t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance,  s t o r e  t h e  veh ic le  upon c i t y  
property o r  a t  some p r i v a t e  garage o r  s to rage  l o t ,  and dispose of 
it pursuant  t o  t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance. 

(3)  Af te r  impoundment, t h e  chief  of p o l i c e  s h a l l  cause the  
v e h i c l e  t o  be appraised.  

Sec t ion  4. Notice of Impoundment and Sale .  I f  t h e  owner i s  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  he s h a l l  be n o t i f i e d  immediately by r e g i s t e r e d  o r  c e r t i -  
f i e d  mai l  t h a t  such veh ic le  is held bv t h e  p o l i c e  department of 
t h e  c i t y .  The n o t i c e  t o  t h e  owner s h a l l  a l s o  s t a t e : -  

(1) The reason f o r  impounding t h e  vehic le .  

(2)  The e x i s t i n g  c o s t s  charged a g a i n s t  the  vehicle .  

(3)  An es t ima te  of f u t u r e  c o s t s ,  including t h e  c o s t  of 
adver t i s ing  t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  s a l e .  

(4)  That un less  t h e  owner redeems t h e  vehic le ,  wi th in  10 
days from the  day of mail ing the  no t i ce  and pays a l l  t h e  c o s t s ,  
t h e  veh ic le  w i l l  be sold.  

Sect ion 5.  Low Value Vehicle. 

(1) I f  t h e  veh ic le  i s  appraised a t  $75.00 o r  less and 
the  owner i s  i d e n t i f i e d ,  t h e  chief of p o l i c e  s h a l l  f i l e  with 
t h e  Department of Motor Vehicles an a f f i d a v i t  descr ib ing  
the  v e h i c l e ,  including t h e  l i c e n s e  



p l a t e s ,  i f  any,  s t a t i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  and appra i sed  va lue  of t h e  veh- 
i c l e ,  and s t a t i n g  t h a t  t i e  v e h i c l e  w i l l  be junked o r  dismantled.  The 
ch i e f  of p o l i c e  s h a l l  s t a t e  t h a t  n o t i c e  of i n t e n t  t o  junk o r  d i smant le  
t h e  v e h i c l e  has  been s e n t  w i th  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  veh- 
i c l e  t o  t h e  owner. 

( 2 )  F a i l u r e  of t h e  owner t o  rec la im t h e  v e h i c l e  w i tk in  1 0  days 
a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s  mai led ,  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  waiver  of 
h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  veh ic l e .  

( 3 )  Upon completion and forwardinq of t h e  a - f f i d a v i t  and. exp i ra -  
t i o n  of t h e  t i n e  pe r iod  s t a t e d  i n  subsec t ion  ( 2 ) ,  tile c h i e f  of: p o l i c e  
may, w i thou t  n o t i c e  and p u b l i c  a u c t i o n ,  d i spose  of t h e  v e h i c l e  and 
execute  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  s a l e .  

( 4 )  The c e r t i f i c a t e  of s a l e  s h a l l  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a s  fol lows:  

CERTIFICATE OF SALE 

This i s  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  under p rov i s ions  of 
Ordinance No. e n t i t l e d  "An Ordinance 
f o r  t h e  5.mpounaing and D i s p o s t i t i o n  of Aband- 
oned Ychicles  ," 5. d i d  on t i e  d.ay of I - 
19 , sel l  t o  
f o n e  sum of $ cash ,  t h e  fo l lowing  
desc r ibed  pe r sona l  p rope r ty ,  t o  w i t :  

[ b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  p rope r ty ]  

And i n  cons ide ra t ion  of t h e  payment of t h e  s a i d  
sum of $ , r e c e i p t  whereof i s  hereby ack- 
nowledged, I have t h i s  day d e l i v e r e d  t o  s a i d  
purchaser  t h e  foregoing  proper ty .  

Dated. t h i s  day of I 19-• 

Note: The c i t y  of S tay ton  assumes no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
a s  t o  t h e  cond i t i on  of t i t l e  of  t h e  above desc r ibed  
proper ty .  I n  ca se  t h i s  s a l e  s h a l l  f o r  any reason be 
i n v a l i d ,  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  c i t y  is l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
r e t u r n  of Lie purchase p r i c e .  

Sec t ion  6. Pub l i c  S a l e  Notice.  - 
(1) I f  t h e  v e h i c l e  is appra i sed  over $75.00 and if no cla im i s  

made by the  owner w i th in  t h e  time s p e c i f i e d  by Sec t ion  4 T4) of t h i s  
c rd inance ,  o r  i f  t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  valued under $75.00, b u t  t h e  owner 
cannot  be i d e n t i f i e d  a f t e r  compliance wi th  Sec t ion  2 ,  t h e  c h i e f  of 
p o l i c e  s h a l l  cause  t o  be publ ished i n  a  newspaper of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  
wi th in  t h e  c i t y  a  n o t i c e  of s a l e .  The n o t i c e  of s a l e  s h a l l  s t a t e :  

( a )  The s a l e  i s o f  abandoned p rope r ty  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  possess ion .  

( h )  A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  v e h i c l e ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  t ype ,  make, 
l i c e n s e  number, I. D. number, and any o t h e r  inforna. t ion which w i l l  a i d  
i n  a c c u r a t e l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  veh ic l e .  

( c )  The t e r n s  of t h e  s a l e .  



(d )  The d a t e ,  t ine and p l ace  of t h e  s a l e .  

( 2 )  The n o t i c e  of s a l e  s h a l l  be  publ ished once,  n o t  more than  
30 days ,  nor  l e s s  than 5 days p r i o r  t o  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  proposed s a l e .  

Sec t ion  7. P u b l i c  Sa le .  - 
(1) I f  no c la im s h a l l  have been made t o  redeem an impounded veh- 

i c l e  app ra i sed  over  $75.00 o r  appra i sed  under $75.00 b u t  t h e  owner can- 
n o t  be i d e n t i f i e d  be fo re  t h e  t ime s e t  f o r  t h e  s a l e  of such v e h i c l e ,  t h e  
c h i e f  of p o l i c e  s h a l l  hold a s a l e  a t  t h e  time ant1 p l a c e  appointed w i t h -  
i n  t h e  view of t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  be so ld .  

(2 )  The v e h i c l e  s h a l l  be  s o l d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  and b e s t  b i d d e r ,  
p rov id ing  t h a t  i f  no b i d s  a r e  e n t e r e d ,  o r  those  b i d s  which a r e  e n t e r e d  
a r e  less than t h e  c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  by t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  c h i e f  of p o l i c e  may 
e n t e r  a b i d  on beha l f  of t h e  c i t y  i n  an amount equa l  t o  such c o s t s .  

( 3 )  A t  t h e  t ime of payment of t h e  purchase p r i c e ,  t h e  c h i e f  of  
p o l i c e  s h a l l  execute  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of s a l e ,  i n  d u p l i c a t e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
of which s h a l l  be d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  pu rchase r ,  and t h e  copy the reo f  
f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Recorder of t h e  c i t y .  

( 4 )  The c e r t i f i c a t e  of s a l e  s h a l l  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a s  fol lows:  

CERTIFICATE O F  SALE 

This  i s  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  under t h e  p rov i s ions  of 
Ordinance No. e n t i t l e d ,  "An Ordinance f o r  
t h e  ~ m p o u n d i n ~ ~ i s p o s i t i o n  of Abandoned Ve- 
h i c l e s "  and pu r suan t  t o  due n o t i c e  of t h e  t ime 
and p l ace  of s a l e ,  I d i d  on t h e  day of 

, 1 9 ,  se l l  a t  p u b l i c  auc t ion  t o  
f o r  t h e  sum of 

$ cash ,  he be ing  t h e  h i g h e s t  and 
b e s t  b i d d e r ,  and t h a t  be ing  t h e  h i q h e s t  and 
b e s t  sum b i d  t h e r e f o r ,  t h e  fo l lowing  descr ib -  
ed pe r sona l  p rope r ty ,  t o  w i t :  

[ b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the proper ty .  1 

And i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  payment of t h e  s a i d  
sum of $ , r e c e i p t  whereof is  hereby ack- 
nowledgea, I have t h i s  day d e l i v e r e d  t o  s a i d  pur- 
chase r  t h e  foregoing  proper ty .  

oa t ed  t h i s  day of I 1 9 .  

Note: The c i t y  of  S tay ton  assumes no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
a s  t o  t h e  condi t ion  of t i t l e  of t h e  above desc r ibed  
proper ty .  I n  ca se  t h i s  s a l e  s h a l l  f o r  any reason be 
i n v a l i d ,  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
r e t u r n  of t h e  purchase p r i c e .  

Sec t ion  8.  Redemption Before - Sale .  

(1) An owner may redeem a v e h i c l e  impounded under t h e  p rov i s ions  



of t h i s  o rd inance ,  be fo re  a s a l e  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  has  taken p l a c e ,  by 
applying t o  t h e  p o l i c e  depar tment ,  whereupon he s h a l l :  

(a )  Submit evidence of h i s  ownership o r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  ve- 
h i c l e ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  ch i e f  of p o l i c e ,  t h a t  such c l a im  i s  r i g h t -  
f u l ,  and 

(b )  Pay t h e  c o s t s  due and owing a t  t h e  t ime t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t o  redeem i s  made. 

( 2 )  Upon compliance w i t h  subsec t ion  (1) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  
c h i e f  of p o l i c e  s h a l l  execute  a  r e c e i p t  f o r  t h e  owner and cause  t h e  
v e h i c l e  t o  be r e tu rned  t o  him. 

Sec t ion  9. S a l e  and Proceeds. -- 
(1) Upon a  s a l e  being consummated, t h e  c h i e f  of p o l i c e  s h a l l  

d e l i v e r  tine v e h i c l e  and t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  of s a l e  t o  t h e  purchaser .  
The s a l e  and CGveyance s h a l l  be  w i thou t  redemption. 

( 2 )  The proceeds of a  s a l e  s h a l l  be  appl ied :  

( a )  To t h e  payment of c o s t s  i ncu r r ed  by t h e  c i t y ,  and 

(b) Then, f o r  such s e r v i c e s  a s  may be rendered by a  p r i v a t e  
garage ,  and,  

(c)  The ba lance ,  i f  any,  s h a l l  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Re- 
co rde r  of t h e  c i t y  t o . b e  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund. 

Sec t ion  1 0 .  Charges. In  t h e  enforcement and execu-tion of t h e  
p rov i s ions  of t h i s  o rd inance ,  t h e  c h i e f  of p o l i c e  s h a l l  charge and 
c o l l e c t  $15.00 f o r  towing and $ 1 . 0 0  per  day f o r  s to rage .  

Sec t ion  11. Where a  P r i v a t e  garage i s  u t i t l i z e d ,  t h e  counc i l  
s h a l l  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h  reasonable  f e e s  f o r  such s e r v i c e s  by r e s o l u t i o n ,  
w i th  t h e  fo l lowing  cond i t i ons  : 

(1) The c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  be  l i a b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e s  rendered by a 
p r i v a t e  garage from any source  o t h e r  than such amounts a s  may be 
c o l l e c t e d  from the  owner on redemption, o r  f r o n  a  purchaser  upon 
sale,  a f t e r  t h e  c i t y  s h a l l  have deducted i t s  expenses,  un l e s s  t h e  
c i t y  s h a l l  be t h e  purchaser  of t h e  veh ic l e .  

( 2 )  No l i e n  s h a l l  be c r e a t e d  by t h i s  ordinance i n  f avo r  of t h e  
p r i v a t e  garage upon t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  such s e r v i c e s .  

( 3 )  The v e h i c l e  s h a l l  n o t  be r e l e a s e d  from t h e  p r i v a t e  qara7e 
except  upon a  r e c e i p t ,  s igned by t h e  c h i e f  of p o l i c e ,  p r o f f e r e d  by 
t h e  purchaser .  

Passed by t h e  Council  t h i s  day of dC7bB€& , 1 9 6 9 .  

Approved by t h e  Mayor t h i s  6 rA( day of @@I- , 1 9 6 9 .  




